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The way you formulate a problem determines almost every step that follows: the type of study design that can be used; the type of
sampling strategy that can employed; the research instrument that can be used or developed ; and the type of analysis that can be

undertaken. (Research Methodology, Ranjit Kumar)
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A research problem refers to some difficulty which a researcher experiences in the context of either a theoretical or practical situation

and wants to obtain a solution for the same.
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The research problem addresses what researchers perceive is wrong, missing, or puzzling, or what requires changing, in the world
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Do not confuse aresearch problem with a research topic. A topic is something to read and obtain information about, whereas a problem is something
to be solved or framed as a question raised for inquiry, consideration, or solution, or explained as a source of perplexity, distress, or vexation.
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We talk of research problem of hypothesis in case of descriptive or hypothesis testing research studies. Exploratory or . YY
formulative research studies do not start with a problem or hypothesis, their problem is to find a problem or the hypothesis to be
tested.
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